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The purpose of this project is to start a conversation about what direction future community development 
could take. By incorporating community feedback and innovative planning practices from around the 
globe, we worked to create a possible vision for the future of  64th Avenue and surrounding communities 
that would increase the environmental, economic, and social sustainability of the community.

0. Introduction
  - Local Context
  - Our Vision
1. Mobility
2. Land Use
3. Green Design
4. Public Realm
5. Potential Applications
6. Conclusion

SECTION 0: INTRODUCTION

// INTRODUCTION

// OUTLINE
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// HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT

1875 - Calgary established
1884 - Calgary achieves town status
1894 - Calgary achieves city status
1910 - City annexes Highland Park
1953 - City annexes Thorncliffe
1953 - 64th Ave marks the outermost 
       boundary of the city at this time
1961 - City annexes Huntington hills
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// CITYWIDE CONTEXT

Calgary Int’l Airport 
2 km east

Nose Hill Park 
1 km west

University of Calgary 
4 km southwest 

Downtown Calgary 
6 km south

STUDY AREA



SECTION 0: INTRODUCTION

// SITE BOUNDARIES
// 64 Ave NE, Calgary AB
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SECTION 0: INTRODUCTION

(S)trengths:
- Local amenities (schools, parks, public buildings, 
  commercial district, etc)
- Short walking distances to amenities.
- Medium density along roads and commercial regions.
- Frequent and well serviced transit
- Matured vegetation
- Economic and social diversity

// SWOT APPLICATION TO 64TH AVE NE

(W)eaknesses:
- Vacant lots - blighted Center Street and houses
- Lack of parking management
- Car oriented design
- Lack of interconnected pedestrian/ cycling paths.
- Lack of walkable spaces
- Abundance of gas stations.
- Major roads act as barriers to public interaction and walkability
- 64th, 4th St. NW, and Center Street

(O)pportunities:
- Local amenities offer potential for high pedestrian activity
- Vacant lots for infill developments
- Abundance of room for bike lanes and sidewalk widening
- Opportunity for Center Street LRT
- Replace BRT routes
- Potential density, commercial, and transit increases

(T)hreats:
- Proximity to Deerfoot Trail and direct access to CBD via center 
  street encouraging vehicle use
- Public resistance to densification and zoning changes
- Path dependency and autocentric design of the large city 
  infrastructure
- Apartments and rental units discouraging a sense of community
- Lacking an ARP
- Possibly contaminated soils from gas stations
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// PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
1989 - First Thorncliffe-Greenview Community Vision   
  - Expressed desires for:

  - Green spaces

  - More bike and walking paths

  - R1 zoning

  - No Center Street LRT

2014 - Community Engagement Report
  - Engagement session took place January 25, 2014

  - Asked 3 driving questions:

    - What are the strengths of your community?

    - What blocks potential in your community?

    - How would you like to improve your community?

HIGHLAND PARK / 
THORNCLIFFE / 
GREENVIEW / 
PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT 
SUMMARY

CAROLINA YEPES-CASTANO
JOHN W. J. FERGUSON
SHEA GOUTHRO
ALISON GRAF

UBST 591
MARCH 2014
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VISION STATEMENTS

1. Establish diverse and intensive land uses in order to foster a complete community.

2. Promote alternative modes of transportation emphasising walking, biking, and public transit.

3. Utilize green infrastructure to create a more eco-friendly community.

4. Construct rich, vibrant, and inclusive public spaces to create a unique and dynamic identity 

    for the community.



SECTION 1: 
MOBILITY

Promote alternative modes of 
transportation with emphasis 
on walking, biking, and public 
transportation. 



SECTION 1: MOBILITY

600 m

64th Ave:
- Establishment of major TOD 
  at the intersection of 64th 
  and Centre St.
- Creation of pedestrian 
  corridors that ensure alterna-
  tive access from wider com-
  munity

- Centers around creating 
  more accessible and transit 
  focused communities
- Promoting variety in housing 
  and transportation options
- Promotion of sustainability 
  by reducing car dependence 
  and community level place
  making

// TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT



SECTION 1: MOBILITY

// LOW FLOOR LRT - CENTRE STREET
- Low floor, low speed light rail systems.
- Integrated most effectively in highly dense areas.
- Low noise and energy efficient.
- Highly accessible with low ‘curb sized’ platform.

- These platforms are cheap, quick and easy to   
   build and can be easily moved.
- This line will connect the community to downtown.



// CENTRE STREET STREETMIX
BEFORE

AFTER
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// STREETCAR ON 64TH
Benefits of a Streetcar:
- Economical for the city and its users.
- Provide a positive social environment for users and residents.
- Diversifies surrounding communities and public areas.
- Excellent for quick trips short distances - hop on hop off. 

The 64th Streetcar 
- Would connect across the community and provide an 
  easy way to move to various amenities
- Would stop very frequently, and there would be very 
  little wait time. 

SECTION 1: MOBILITY



// 64TH AVE STREETMIX
BEFORE

AFTER

SECTION 1: MOBILITY



// WALKABILITY
- Connectivity to local attractions and amenities
- Urban sustainability (vehicular reduction)
- A healthier lifestyle and increased social interaction

SECTION 1: MOBILITY



// URBAN CYCLING
Cycling is an excellent option for mobility within the city
- Virtually no CO2 footprint, and uses very little space
- Much more feasible than walking in lower density cities
- Cycling has obvious health benefits
- Greatly reduces road wear - saves the city money
- Reduces number of vehicles on road 

Fostering more cycling in a city
- Provide excellent infrastructure - protected bikeways
- Intersections need to be safe for cyclists as well 
- Cycling network needs to be connected - not small chunks

SECTION 1: MOBILITY



SECTION 2: 
LAND USE
Establish diverse and intensive 
land uses in order to foster a           
complete community.



// LAND USE MAP

SECTION 2: LAND USE



// CORRIDOR REDEVELOPMENT
- Redevelopment along an entire corridor, creating continous connectivity between normally 

  spatially segregated activity areas. 

- Offer multiple transportation, housing, commercial, and public space options along the corridor.

- Accommodate the present and future needs of the community.

SECTION 2: LAND USE



// CORRIDOR REDEVELOPMENT

big map!#
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BEFORE

AFTER



// COMPLETE STREETS

Lane Reduction

- Increased parking

- Reduced vehicular lane

- Reduced speed

Public realm

- Wide sidewalks

- Store-fronting businesses

- Raised crosswalks

Alternative Transport

- Cycling lanes

- Walkability

- Equitable mobility

BEFORE

AFTER

Definition:  Streets for everyone, designed to enable safe and equal access 
        for all users, including pedestrians, cyclists, motorists, and transit.

SECTION 2: LAND USE



// INTENSIFICATION
Types of intensification:

- Redevelopment

- Development of vacant/underutilized lots

- Infill development or existing building conversion

Importance of intensification:

- Crucial aspect of the city - it allows various systems   

  within the city to function, like public transit or 

  commercial activity. 

- Has a great impact on taxes - less per capita tax. 

Building height regulations:

- By using contextually sensitive heights, issues of 

  shadowing or uncharacteristic silouhettes can be    

  avoided.

Intensification planning sensitivity:

- It is important to ensure that any densification or new 

  development matches the context of the existing 

  community as best as possible.

SECTION 2: LAND USE

BEFORE

AFTER



Environmental Factors

- Contains suburban expansion

- Preserves agricultural land and natural areas

- Improves access to transit

- Reduces greenhouse gasses

Economic Factors

- Efficient use of existing infrastructure - cost saving

- Creates economic opportunities

- Supports active modes of transportation

- Encourages a multitude of residential options

Social Factors 

- Prevents community service decline

- Fosters a high level of social interaction

- Visually appealing

- Promotes walkability

- Develops active and vibrant streets

// SUSTAINABILITY 
IN INTENSIFICATION

SECTION 2: LAND USE



// EQUITABLE HOUSING
Affordable Housing: Housing targeted to households with a before-tax income of $44,000 per year, or 65% of median 

household income in Calgary. This amount is the amount the Government of Canada considers the minimum a person can 

use to meet basic needs, with no more than 35% of income going towards shelter costs. 

Strategies to combat price inflation:

- Allocate a higher concentration of affordable housing units along corridor and nodal development sites.

- Mandate that a 15% of housing be below market value homes in all redevelopments.

- Offer a diverse array of affordable housing projects.

SECTION 2: LAND USE



SECTION 3: 
SUSTAINABLE
DESIGN
Utilize green infrastructure 
to create a more eco-friendly 
community



// GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Implementing innovative green methods to promote environmental sustainability. 
The aim of green infrastructure is to limit our impact on the environment. 

Rain Water Harnessing Methods

Harness the storm runoff and feed it through natural 
filtration so it can be used in the community 

Rain Gardens

Bioswales

SECTION 3: GREEN DESIGN



// GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
The maintenance of natural water table levels is crucial, as is the control of runoff to alleviate pressure on the cities storm water system. 
Permeable surfaces will be applied to pathways, roadways, and alleys to ensure a sustainable water table while controlling runoff.

All civic infrastructure utilizes 
green technology

Example: electricity needed for 
street lights will be powered 
through solar panels.

SECTION 3: GREEN DESIGN



// GREEN ARCHITECTURE
Net-Zero Community
Green Building Code Policies
Planting-friendly design

80% Green Roof Tops 
Built to Last
Solar technology

SECTION 3: GREEN DESIGN



// COMMUNITY GARDENS
Connection to the Live/Work complex
- Community Involvement
- Sustainability and self-reliance
- Increased social interactions

Rooftop Gardens
- Increasing the amount of usable green space. 
- Connection to the recreation centre and schools, allowing 
  for education on sustainability for both children and adults
- 80% of all future development should have green roofs, 
  solar panels, or community gardens. 

SECTION 3: GREEN DESIGN



SECTION 4: 
PUBLIC 
REALM
Construct rich, vibrant, and 
inclusive public spaces. 

Create a unique and dynamic 
identity for the community



// PARKS AND PLAZA SPACES
Linked park systems
- The integration of numerous parks and plazas in the communities sur- 
  rounding 64th allow for increased pedestrian access in the area as well as 
  increased community involvement.
- Creating an intersecting green alley system for pedestrian flow throughout 
  and between the neighbourhoods 
- Using local grasses for the green spaces to give the area an increased 
  local feel

Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED)
- Increased usage of environmentally friendly lighting, giving the spaces a 
  more usable time frame
- Focusing on natural surveillance
- Open plaza designs will allow for an interconnected network between the 
  parks and other plazas

SECTION 4: PUBLIC REALM



// PUBLIC ART
- Public art can range from large to small scales
- Creates vibrancy and establishes a sense of place in the community
- Community involvement and funding

Locations
- Focus on 64th corridor, TOD areas, public plazas, and other high traffic areas
- Art Gallery for public art showings in the Live-Work complex 

SECTION 4: PUBLIC REALM



// PLACEMAKING

- Future development should be community-driven and 
  not imposed from above.
- Good public places require collaboration in design. Places 
  should be culturally aware, intentionally inclusive of all 
  inhabitants.
- Places should be adaptable and ever-changing and not 
  static.
- The focus is on creating interesting destinations that foster activity

SECTION 4: PUBLIC REALM



SECTION 5: 
POTENTIAL
APPLICATIONS
Examples of possible implementations 
of sustainable design ideas to the 64th 
Avenue study area



// LIVE/WORK ON 64TH
Goal: Redefine a purely commercial daytime destination into a community node that serves a multiplicity of 

functions throughout a 24 hour period such as living, working, shopping, socializing, and community building.

This area would be composed of the following elements:

- 3-4 storey high development. ground floors: business, upper levels: living

- Small, walkable block size

- Large central plaza for community gatherings and general public use

- Restricted vehicle access to prioritize pedestrian and cyclist comfort

map!!
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// LIVE/WORK
Developments that meet both housing and employment needs within a single development

Can be categorized into three basic unit types:

Live/Near Live/With Live/Nearby

SECTION 5: POTENTIAL APPLICATIONS



// LIVE/WORK ON 64TH
// Central Plaza Space

A central plaza with surrounding buildings create a 

public space that helps foster a strong community. 

Many possible amenities can be accomodated:

- Space for farmer’s markets and public events

- Amphitheatres or bandshells for performances

- Gathering places and sitting areas

- Places for people to take lunch breaks during work

- Recreation space

- Public washrooms

- Water features

- Community and botanical gardens

- Public art 

SECTION 5: POTENTIAL APPLICATIONS



// BENEFITS OF LIVE/
WORK DEVELOPMENTS
Social vibrancy:

- A diversity of businesses and amenities brings people together in the space and increases social interaction.

- Commutes are short or non-existent which grants residents more free time to enjoy life. 

Spatially and Economically Efficient:

- Merging home and work reduces the need for two 

  separate developments. 

- Increased density equates to increased consumer and   

  user numbers for businesses and facilities.

- Cars are optional, not a necessity.

Creates a space of equitable mobility:

- Automobile is no longer prioritized due to the compact 

  nature of the area.

- Disabled, elderly, and mobility-challenged individuals   

  are equally served.
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// HUNTINGTON HILLS
// School/Recreation Block

100 m

Soccer Field (Summer)
Hockey Rink (Winter) 

Tennis Baseball
Recreation 

Centre
High School
Multi-Story

Elementary
Multi-Story

Mixed Used

Mixed Used

Plaza

Skateboard 
Park

Football Field (Summer)
Hockey Rink (Winter) 

Library
Residential 

Above

Firestation
Residential 

Above

Catholic
School

Playground

Park Space

Pa
rk

in
g

Pa
rk

in
g

Car-Free
Residential 

Neighborhood

LEGEND

            LRT Station

            Street Car Station

CENTRE STREET

64 AVENUE NW

Goal: create a diverse community asset that is inclusive and accessible to all.
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// CAR-FREE
Car-Free streets

- Pedestrian dominated

- Community oriented public space

- Temporary access for cars

Car-Free Neighbourhoods

- Eliminates the need for car ownership

- Removes cars from the street

Car sharing

- Car-2-go

- Private, building-run systems

map!!
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// CONCLUSION

- Demonstrated a large, overarching vision for 64th Avenue and the surrounding area. 
- Focus on mobility, land use, green infrastructure, and public realm.
- Two smaller projects:
  - Huntington Hills Recreation Centre
  - 4th Street East Live/Work Area
    - These projects come together to create vibrant, transit oriented community amenities. 
- Create a socially, economically, and environmentally sustainable community.


